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Can You Name It? 


KIBITZING? 
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GUTHRIE McCLAIN looking over the 
shoulders of IRVING RIVISE at 
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POSTAL CHESS GAMES 

Editor: R. de Forest Taylor 
129 Rey St., San Francisco 24, Calif. 

Results: 

Sec. 48-F-l—Malig 1, Allison 0. 

Wenrich 1, Rhoades 0. 

Wenrich 1, Hoff 0. 

Sanders 1, Hoff 0. 

Sec. 48-F-2—Quinn 1, Porter 0. 

Sec. 48-A-l—Atkins 1, Wyman 0. 

Mueller 1, Yates 0. 

Sec. 48-S-l—Taber 1, Clasen 0. 

Taber 1, Kupka 0. 

Taber 1, Ruys 0. 

Banner /, Ruys Y 2 . 

Ruys 1, Upham 0. 

Sec. 49-A-1—Betke 1, Sanders 0. 

Sec. 49-A-2—Davis 0, Gosser 1. 

Pohlhammer 1, Davis 0. 

Pohlhammer resigns remaining games. 
Sec. 49-A-3—Wreden resigns in all games. 

S. G. Johnson 1, Weston 0. 

Sec. 49-A-4—McDaniel 1, Bendit 0. 

Harrison 1, Bendit 0. 

Bendit resigned in all games. 


NEWS FLASHES 

LOS ANGELES COUNTY CHESS LEAGUE 
By GEORGE CROY 


Below is the complete summary of the 1949 Los 
Angeles Open Chess Tournament: 


Pos. Player 

Game 

Sonnenberger 

Score 

Score 

1. Ray Martin . 

. 8 -2 

49.00 

2. R. P. Smith . 

. 8 -2 

46.00 

3. G. E. Croy . 

. 7 -3 

47.00 

4. H. Gordon . 

. 7 -3 

43.00 

5. R. Solana . 

. 6 -4 

32.50 

6. P. Quillen . 

. 6 -4 

29.25 

7. R. Newport . 

.51/2-41/2 

25.75 

8. M. Gordon . 

. 5/2-41/2 

22.75 

9. H. T. Abel . 

. 5 -5 

32.50 

10. George Steven . 

. 5 -5 

25.50 

11. S. Geller .. 

. 5 -5 

20.00 

12. I. Frank . 

. 5 -5 

19.00 

13. A. Spiller . 

. 41/2-51/2 

22.00 

14. E. Bersbach . 

. 4 -6 

26.00 

15. L. Johnson . 

. 31/2-6/2 

15.00 

16. C. A. Riley . 

. 2 -8 

5.00 

17. C. G. Taber . 

. 2 -8 

3.00 

18. E. Everett . 

. 1 -9 

4.50 

19- L. A. Victor . 

. 1- 10 

4.00 


This was one of the strongest local tournaments we 
have ever had. Martin won the same event last year, 
and also the Santa Monica Bay Championship. The 
field also included the present L. A. County Champion 
—Paul Quillen, and three past L. A. City Champions: 
Croy and the two Gordon brothers. The strong show¬ 
ing by Smith was the feature surprise—he showed 
great improvement over past performance. 


HAKOAH CHESS CLUB, SAN FRANCISCO 
By JOSHUA TORCZYNER 
A Chess Club was formed in San Francisco, which 
meets every first and third Thursday in the month, at 
404 Clement St. We have twenty members and hope 
to play matches with other clubs in the Bay Area 
soon. In an exhibition at our club, George Koltanowski 
won 18 and lost one (see game below). In the blind¬ 
fold which followed he won both his games. 
Simultaneous game played June 9, 1949- 
White: J. TORCZYNER Black: G. Koltanowski 
R-Nl QxRP 

P-B6 P-K4 

PxP PxP 

P-B7 R-Rl 

B-N5 Q-R3 

B-Q8 N-Q5 

NxN PxN 

R-Kl Q-R4 

Q-N3 B-K3? 

RxB! PxR 

QxP K-Rl 

P-B8(Q) and Black 
resigned soon after. 


1 . 

N-KB3 

P-QB4 

14. 

2. 

P-QB4 

N-QB3 

15. 

3. 

P-Q4 

PxP 

16. 

4. 

NxP 

P-KN3 

17. 

5. 

P-K3 

B-N2 

18. 

6. 

N-QB3 

N-KR3 

19. 

7. 

P-KN3 

0-0 

20. 

8. 

B-N2 

R-Nl 

21. 

9. 

0-0 

NxN 

22. 

10. 

PxN 

N-B4 

23. 

11. 

B-B4 

P-Q3 

24. 

12. 

N-K2 

Q-N3 

25. 

13. 

P-B5 

QxNP 



Blindfold Chess 

DEDICATED TO GEORGE KOLTANOWSKI 

Alone, in dark and silent meditation, 

And unobserved, he earns his bread, 

Nor dares reflect that on the fickle thread 
Of memory depends his reputation. 

Indifferent to the crowd’s collaboration, 

From time to time, his fist against his head, 

He asks the move. Repeating what is said, - 
He dazzles with a novel combination. 

The master, play by play and board by board, 
Controls with awesome ease his many games. 

Detects the threats, or profits by the blunders 
Of players trapped in openings unexplored. 

To rest, he tours the Knight through dates and names, 
Then mates his foes, while everybody wonders. 

—C. WESLEY BIRD, Fresno. 
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Yuri Averbakh - Moscow Chess Champion 


By Grandmaster ALEXANDER KOTOV 
Moscow 

Just before the war several promis¬ 
ing youngsters began to attend the 
chess circle at the Moscow Pioneer 
Palace. Most conspicuous among them 
were Vasyli Smyslov, Vladimir Sima- 
gin and Yuri Averbakh. 

People in the know promised them 
a big career. Scaling the chess ladder 
with astonishing speed Smyslov was 
already champion of Moscow and 
chess master at the age of sixteen. 
Soon afterwards he rose to the very 
heights of chess achieving the title of 
grandmaster. Simagin’s progress was 
slower but in 1946 he was runner up 
in the Moscow championship and in 
1947 champion of Moscow. 

Averbakh also won the title of 
master but his achievements were not 
so marked. This was probably due to 
the fact that he, a student of the Higher 
Technical School, devoted a good deal 
of his time to scientific work and after 
graduation to work on his dissertation 
for a master’s degree. 

But the young engineer did not 
abandon chess. With P. Romanovsky, 
Honoured Master of Sports, he wrote 
a very important theoretical article on 
chess, studied typical opening stages 
and analyzed interesting games. 

This soon told in his results. In the 
semifinals of the XVIth USSR Cham¬ 
pionship in 1948 Yuri Averbakh 
topped the score box, leaving behind 
many masters. Though not at his best 
in the finals the young master gave a 
brilliant display in the Moscow cham¬ 
pionship taking first place ahead of 
grandmaster Lilienthal, masters Sima- 
gin, Konstantinopolsky and others. 

The new champion did not sustain a 
single defeat. Leading from the outset 
he scored 12 out of a possible i5 
points. 

Yuri Averbakh has a style of his 
own. He avoids risks, though he is no 
novice in complicated play. He strives 
for calm positions where he can ma¬ 
noeuvre and outplay his opponent by 
a carefully concealed trap. The young 
chess player is very precise and rarely 
makes serious blunders, but he is best 
in the end game where his ability to 
make use of even a slight advantage 
deserves real praise. 

In the first round he scored a point 
from Lilienthal proving the strength 
of his knight in the end game against 


the opponent’s bishop restricted in 
movement. Averbakh got the better of 
many contenders in the end game in¬ 
cluding masters Konstantinopolsky 
and Zagoryansky. Aware of the sig¬ 
nificance of technique in present-day 
chess, he tried to master it to perfec¬ 
tion. The Moscow chess organization 
expects fresh achievements of Aver¬ 
bakh in contests against Soviet and 
foreign chess players. Capacity for 
work, love of chess and natural talent 
is guarantee that Averbakh will not 
fail expectations. 

Below is a position reached by the 
Moscow champion in the recent tour¬ 
ney for the championship of the 
capital. 


Position after Black’s 34th move. 



White: Y. AVERBAKH 

Black’s pieces are distracted on the 
Queen’s side, therefore Averbakh 
launches an attack on the King’s side. 

35. P-B5! P-R5 

In the hope of opening the line and 
activating his Queen and Rook. 

36. PxRP PxBP 

Must stop the unpleasant 37. P-B6. 

37. NxP RxP 

38. P-R3 Q-R3 

39. N-Q4 Q-KN3 

40. R-N2 B-Bl 

41. Q-B2! . 

Excellent understanding of the posi¬ 
tion. To repel his opponent’s attack on 
the King’s side, Black throws in his 
Queen there. Meanwhile, Averbakh 
prepares a blow on the other side, 
where he utilizes to advantage the 
crowded position of the pieces. 

(Continued on Page 4) 











Printer s Error . . . Corrected position of Alexander Kotov s article. 


(Page 3) 

Position after Black’s 34th move. 
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Out of the Past in California Chess 


By HARRY BOROCHOW 
Los Angeles 

During the early 1930’s Southern 
California had an excellent chess 
periodical, “The Chess Reporter” (ed¬ 
ited by the late Henry A. McMahon) 
which was responsible, together with 
the activities of the individuals closely 
connected with the periodical, among 
whom were George Patterson, Alex 
Taylor, Dr. R. B. Griffith, Dr. Moses 
Scholtz, and a host of others, in mak¬ 
ing the Pasadena International Chess 
Congress of 1032 possible. California 
Chess News should be an important 
instrument, too, in the progress of 
chess on the Pacific Coast. 

This Congress brought to our midst 
the then World’s Champion, A. Alek¬ 
hine, Samuel Reshevsky, Reuben Fine, 
Isaac Kashdan, and Herman Steiner, 
the last of whom is so well known in 
Pacific Coast Chess, and who has re¬ 
cently brought to us the distinguished 
honor of winning the United States 
Chess Crown. 

The Pacific Coast was well repre¬ 
sented by Arthur Dake of Portland, 
A. J. Fink of San Francisco, and by the 
writer. J. J. Araiza, of Mexico City, 
and Champion of his country, added 
to the international character of the 
tournament. 

The Pacific Coast representatives ac¬ 
quitted their entries beautifully, Arthur 
Dake being the only one to win from 
Alekhine, and winding up in a tie for 
third, fourth and fifth with Reshevsky 
and Steiner; and the writer sixth, i/ 2 
point behind. 

Reuben Fine, who was then only sev¬ 
enteen years of age. and flushed 1 with 
his conquest at the Western Chess Con¬ 
gress, where he finished ahead of 
Kashdan, Steiner, Reshevsky and 
others, wound up in a tie for seventh, 
eighth, and ninth with Factor and 
Reinfeld, y? point behind the writer. 
Fine lost two very valuable points, 
which he need not have done in the 
tournament. He had a very easily won 
game with Samuel Reshevsky, and 
failed to show up at the adjourned 
time. He had been playing bridge with 
Alekhine and others until about three 
o’clock in the morning and no one 
woke him up to appear for the ap¬ 
pointment with Reshevsky, whereupon 
the clock ticked the valuable moments 
away until Reshevsky won by default. 
And Kashdan, by drawing a lost game 


with the writer, made 7y> points. 
These three “breaks” cost Fine a tie 
for second. Don’t think that the score 


reflects where a player should finish! 

In his game against the writer Fine 
tried an innovation (as he stated after 
the game, to get me out of the books) 
which resulted in an eleven move loss 
that, under the circumstances, with a 
different line of opening play, he might 
have easily converted into a point for 
himself, thus go the breaks of the 
game. The quickie follows: 

White: H. BOROCHOW. 

Black: R. Fine. 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 
7. 


P-K4 

P-K5 

P-OB4 

P-Q4 

P-05! 

P-0B5 

Q-Q4 


N-KB3 
N-Q4 
N-N3 
N-QB3 (?) 

NxKP 
N (N3)-B5 


Black made four more moves and 
resigned. 

The innovation—played once, and 
once too often. 


YURI AVERBAKH 

(Continued from Page 3) 

r 41. . . . R-Rl 

The only move, since after 41. . . . 
R-R8; 42. QxB, RxNch; 43. K-B2, White 
wins easily. 

42. R-R2! 

A deadly blow. After the exchange 
of Rooks, Black can no longer hold the 
position. 

42. . . . RxR 

43. QxR P-KR3 

Loses a piece. But even after the 

better 43. . . . B-R4; 44. 0-R4, P-B4; 
45. N1-B3. P-R3; 40. P-Kfi!, BxP; 47. 
N-K5, Q-K6; 48. N4-B3! and Black is 
helpless against the many threats. 

44. 0-R8 BxRP 

45. QxN B-R5 

46. B-B2 Resigns. 

Specially translated from the Russian 
by Wynand J. Van der Leeden, The 
Hague. 

News Flashes— Santa Cruz Chess Club 

By E. S. ANDERSEN 

On June 20th the Santa Cruz Chess Club was 
officially formed at the Club Room at the Hackley 
Hall, 513 Center Street, Santa Cruz. 

Temporary officers were elected to serve for three 
months until members get well acquainted. The officers 
are: E. S. Andersen, president; L. F. Johnston, secre¬ 
tary; W. L. Hester, treasurer; John J. Murphy, pub¬ 
licity. The club had an auspicious start with twenty- 
five players on hand. The dues will be fifty cents per 
month. The club will meet every Monday at 7:30 
p. m. Business meeting the first Monday of every 
month. 
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Winning Plans Behind the Moves 


Once again California Chess News is 
happy to present the first of a new 
senes of articles of great importance to 
the students , by Abe Yanofsky , Cham¬ 
pion of Canada. 

By D. A. YANOFSKY, Canada 
ARTICLE 1 

To plan is to envision; to envision 
is to reduce into reality. This state¬ 
ment holds true tor all walks of life 
whereby human beings scheme to bet¬ 
ter their lot. In chess, planning is the 
essence of the game giving rise to the 
combinational brilliancies and end 
game masterpieces which have re¬ 
mained through the ages, a source of 
eternal joy to the chess-lover. 

Plans in a chess game vary with the 
intellect and capabilities of each play¬ 
er. In a given position two players may 
have the same plan and yet proceed 
with different methods of executing 
this plan. This technique of chess is 
the machinery whereby the plan is re¬ 
duced from a figment of the imagina¬ 
tion into a reality of chess strategy, 
and the more complex the plan, the 
more difficult it is to fit it into the 
machinery of the position. 

Plans are of two kinds, prepared 
and unprepared. A prepared plan is 
one where the player begins a chess 
game with a certain prepared varia¬ 
tion all analvzed in his mind and ready 
to be put into practice. An unprepared 
plan is one which arises during the 
course of the game and which is gov¬ 
erned mainly by the circumstances of 
the situation and the goal that the 
player has in mind. It is this kind of 
plan that is most difficult to envision 
and to put into effect as the exigencies 
of playing tournament games by clock 
greatly reduce the amount of time and 
leisure available for speculation. 

Too often games are analyzed with 
great disregard of the foresight which 
materially contributed to the victory 
and it is the object of this series to 
point out as far as possible what ideas 
governed the players in the further¬ 
ance of their crushing wins. 

The first game illustrates the over¬ 
throw of a well established chess varia¬ 
tion which Botvfnnik first used to con¬ 
quer Capablanca in the A.V.R.O. tour¬ 
nament in 1938. Whether Reshevsky 
had his “super-defence plan” prepared 
beforehand or not is a matter of pure 
speculation. 


1948 World Chess Championship 
White: Botvinnik 
Black: RESHEVSKY 
NIMZO-INDIAN DEFENCE 

1. P-Q4 

2. P-QB4 

3. N-QB3 


N-KB3 
P-K3 
B-N5 

Black’s idea in this defence is to dis¬ 
organize White’s queen-side pawns and 
then to hit the queen-side in order to 
counterbalance White’s king-side at¬ 
tack. It is really a “war on both sides 
of the ocean.” 

4. P-K3 P-B4 

5. P-QR3 BxNch 

0. PxB N-B3 

7. B-Q3 ... 

Botvinnik’s idea is to consolidate lus 
center, and then to open up a pawn 
push on the king-side with irresistible 
ferocity. 

7 . 0-0 

8. N-K2 P QN3 


O P_K d 


m.th t 



Reshevskv’s plan now goes into ef¬ 
fect. If he can effectively prevent a 
king-side pawn roller then he could 
easily clean up on the queen-side. With 
the text he can play P-B4 at the appro¬ 
priate moment, stopping White’s at¬ 
tack in its tracks. 

10. B-K3 P-Q3 

11. 0-0 N-R4 

12. N-N3 B-R3 

13. 0-K2 Q Q2 

14. P-B4 P-B4! 

The right move at the right time! 

White can at present gain little advan¬ 
tage from his massive center and his 
pawn on QB4 is in dire danger of an- 
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nihilation. This is a much stronger 
defence facing Botvinnik than the one 
Capablanca put up at A.V.R.O., 1938. 

15. QR-K1 P-N3 

16. R-Ql 

Due to the solidity of Reshevsky’s 
defence, Botvinnik is undecided as to 
what to do and as a result, does noth¬ 
ing. 

16. . . . 0-KB2 

17. P-K5 R-Bl 

Now that his king-side is secure, 

Reshevsky continues his plan to bom¬ 
bard White’s weak pawn at OB4. 

18. KR-K1 QPxP 

19. QPxP (K5) N-KN2 

20. N-Bl KR-Q1 

21. B-KB2 N-R4 

Black’s activities now extend to both 

wings and White must submit to purely 
defensive tactics—a telling admission 
by so great a master as Botvinnik. 

22. B-N3 O-Kl 

23. N-K3 0-R5 

24. Q-R2 

It is a pity to have to put such a 
powerful piece as the queen in such an 
ignonimous position of defence, but so 
well was Black’s plan executed that 
White can now do nothing on his own 
initiative. 

24. . . . NxB 

25. PxN P-R4! 

Preventing any possible break 

through on the king-side which might 
give White some attacking prospects. 

26. B-K2 K-B2 

27. K-B2 Q-N6! 

It is in Black’s interest to reach the 
end game where his greater mobility 
and better pawn position will have a 
telling effect. 

23. QxQ NxQ 

29. B-Q3 K-K2 

30. K-K2 N-R4! 

Reshevsky is now in a position to 

concentrate all his pawns on White’s 
QB4 pawn and the pieces that guard 
it so closelv. 

31. R-Q2 R-B2 

32. P-N4?! 

A desperate attempt to open up a 
line for his rook, but it does not divert 
Reshevsky from his purpose. 

32. . . . R(R2)-Q2! 

33. PxBP NPxP 

34. R(K-)-Ql P-R5! 

What a sorry zug zwang White is in 

now. If he moves his bishop or knight 
he loses a pawn. If he moves his rook 
he still loses a pawn. In this trying 
position and in terrific time trouble 
Botvinnik loses control of the game. 


35. K-Kl N-N6 

36. N-Q5ch? PxN 

37. BxP NxR 

38. RxN PxP 

39. BxR RxB 

40. R-KB2 K-K3 

Botvinnik has emerged from 

struggle a whole piece down! 

41. R-B3 R-Q6 

42. Resigns 


A glittering triumph to Reshevsky’s 
thoughtful planning and foresight. 


International Correspondence 
Tourney 


White M. G. JACKSON, Modesto. 

Black: N. N., Sweden. 

RUY LOPEZ 

Notes by M. C. Jackson. 

L P-K4 P-K4 

2. N-KB3 N-QB3 

3. B-N5 P-QR3 

4. B-R4 N-B3 

5. P-Q4?! 

Sometimes called the Horowitz vari¬ 
ation, not dangerous if you know the 
analysis but tricky if you don’t. 

5. . . . ‘ PxP? 

Better is the odd looking NxOP. 

6. 0-0 B-K2 

7. R-Kl 

Much better than the immediate 
P-K5 as given in M.C.O. 

7 . . . . 0-0 

The player of the black pieces mark¬ 
ed this move as bad but Horowitz says 
it is best. Both Santasiere and Broder- 
man played P-QN4 here with disas¬ 
trous results. 

8. P-K5 N-Kl 

I would prefer N-Q4 here just on 
general principles. P-QN4 of course 
loses a piece. 

9. P-B3! 

A good move, it makes the square 
QB2 available and also removes the 
black QP which might become annoy¬ 
ing. 


v. . . . PxP 

10. NxP P-0N4 

11. B-B2 P-Q3 

12. N-Q5! P-KN3 

White threatened NxBch and BxPch. 

13. B-R6! N-N2 

14. B-K4! B-N2 

WTiite threatened to win the ex¬ 
change with NxBch and if NxN, 15. 
BxR. 

15. 0-B2 N-0R4 

16. NxBch OxN 

17. PxP!! Resigns 

The threat of 0-B3 is decisive and if 

17- . • • Q-B3; 18. B-KN5. QxQP; 19. 
BxB, NxB; 20. B-K7. ’ 
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From the Palooka’sHandbook 


By HOWARD DONNELLY 

THE UNIMPORTANCE OF DEVELOPMENT 
Chess Masters tell you to develop your pieces, but 
what is really important is to develop your vocabulary. 

If you have a chess book I don’t say to throw it away. 

It adds someting to your shelves. But as a real 
nucleus build your library around a good edition of 
Joe Miller and a large stack of Funny Books. Have at 
your command a corny annotation ( ^^nnotation 
is the more exact term) or other hubba hubba, perti¬ 
nent or impertinent to every occasion, spout freely 
before and after every move; then you can push your 
Rook Pawns first, bring your Queen out eariy to 
get kicked around all over the board, leave your whole 
Queen-side solidly set in concrete; and you need 
never be at a loss—for repartee. . . • 

YOU, TOO, CAN TALK A GOOD GAME 
If you talk enough neither your adversary nor your 
critics will notice your bad moves, and when the game 
hangs in the balance certain y a big barrage of 
should decide the issue. Don t fool around. Why slam 
a guy in the belly all day before beating his brains 
out when you can talk his head off first then give him 
the’ belly laugh? Now listen close. For <mce in your 
life listen to somebody what knows. As in war, ping 
pong, or galloping dominoes, the correct strategy in 
chest is to attack the weakest point in the, enemy s 
armor. But the latest findings of medicine and P S V™ 
analysis tell us that the nervous system of the a modern 
homo is fast approaching the brink of , , colla P^ 
find your target, probe his insides as well as his out¬ 
sides, examine his idiosyncrasies and his 
For a chess player is no stronger than his weakest 
neuron; and though a noise, just any noise, may annoy 
a noisy oyster, make the right kind of a noise, and 
you can annoy anybody. 

PROPHYLAXIS 

In the first place, however, some discretion should 
be used in the selection of your opponent At this 
point an ounce of prevention can save a barrel 
head-ache. Tune in on the various self-appointed com¬ 
mentators who happen to be broadcasting ^ 
enter the club. The one with the greatest frequency 
and loudness will be a good try. Or look for s °meone 
whom of late you ve been beating regularly. Entice 
him into a game and you are all set. 

THE BUILD UP 

To create over-confidence, your very invitation to 
plav can well imply something complimentary to the 
other fellow’s chessic capacity, at the same time de¬ 
preciating your own ability, as— 

"Wanna give me a lesson? 

It won’t hurt to address him as Master, or better 
yet as "Mastiff," while you are getting him seated with 
the sun in his eye and a williwaw blowing down hi 
neck. Then during the opening just to make him feel 
good give him the following assorted poisons: 

"You must have been reading the book." 

"Darn clever these Chinese. 

"I’m just a poor boy trying to get along. 

"He always makes the best move. 

"The plot thickens." 

"What can you do with a man like mat.' 

"What’s he up to now?" 

"Now you’re loggin’.” 

"I smell a mouse." 

"This is very risque.’ .. , , 

'Day by day the wonder grew how one small neaa 

held all he knew." „ 

"I’m going to take him out of the book. 

"He doesn’t give me any quarter—not even a 

dime." .,, 

"Where did that come from? . . . _ 

If you think some of the foregoing stink just re¬ 
member that their chess value is something else again. 
Probably one of the snappiest compliments of all is. 

"You could fall ifl a skewer and come out smelling 
like a rose.” 


Take it easy, be smooth; sooner or later, if he s 
been properly selected, he’ll make a slip. . . • 

THE GALLERY 

In the meantime, and just in case—. If the Klb itzers 
are hanging around like vultures ready to pounce 
down upon whom they may devour, make it clear to 
all that you are not in a serious mood today, that you 
are playing light-heartedly, not even half-trying. For 
smely the quality of mercy will fall gently on a 
blythe spirit who toils not, even doth he tad spim 
Moreover, if you do hit on a lucky move, it is OK 
by you if it is attributed then to your natural talent 
rather than to your chess, which is, after all, only one 
of your many minor accomplishments. . . . 

CASUAL QU ANNOTATIONS* 

While waiting for the blunder, there ar ^ cas “f 
cracks which can be rung in at most any odd moment, 

‘“•r^ky'lightning. and he takes so long for every 
move.” 

"Pieces moving . pieces moving. 

"He’s got nothing.” 

OCCASIONAL QU ANNOTATIONS 
Other fish of this kettle ought not to be tossed 
about so indiscriminately, but needs must await the 
occasion: , ... , 

"I castle by band.” (or "by proxy. ) 

"Can I take it back?” 

"He makes me go to a good square. 

"Who’s afraid of the big bad wolf? 

"What’s he tryin’ to do— anyhow? 

"King goes where it may.’ (An old favorite of 

Philidor’s) ^ >» 

"Don’t look a gift horse in the mouth. 

"He doesn’t seem to care.’ 

"Nobody ever died of a check. 

"Ho hum! Poor little me wins again! (Originally 
yawned in Hollywood by Hendersons cover dog 
E a dog can talk apparently is not even worth 
mentioning in those latitudes.) , • i 

"I casteel.” (In case your opponent hasn t noticed 
the operation, or is unfamiliar with it. Opportum y 
knocks but once, make the most of it.) 

"Check ’em and wreck em. 

"Let’s see where he winds his weary way. 

"Back on the old stand." 

'It’s a long worm that has no turning. 

"I’can^fget' loose from the calaboose.” (It takes a 

if fonThaTa Xte^Bishop!” (or ”a 

moves, they’re my move£ 
"With compliments of the management. (LjraDs a 

queen.) . . , 

"There must be something here. ... 

"Bishops don’t lie in the streets.” (A loose living 
bishop bites the dust.) 

"Out of checkowsky! , , 

"The wicked flee when no man pursueth, and the 

righteous are bold as a lion. ,, 

"The devil take the hindmost. 

"It’s a race, it’s a race!” 

"I go down the glory road. 

"i Jo there— if I don’t know any better 

"Get out of check and stay out of check, and don 

never come bac k!” . f „ 

"Knock the table over, and holler Fire. 

"Hey you are in check! f Don t cross the picket line. 
"Makes the holevitch.” 

"Onens (or closes) the window. , 

" 'The time has come,’ the Walrus said, to talk o 

FAMILIAR QU ANNOTATIONS in an earlier 
issue of CNN, none of which are repeated here as 
they may be used only with the permission of the San 
Francisco players to whom they are respectively at- 
tributed. 
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many things, of ships, and shoes, and sealing wax, 
and cabbages, and Kings; and why the sea is boiling 
hot, and whether bats have wings!’ ” 

"Let’s get to goat!” 

"Now is the acceptable time ...” 

"No Parking.” 

"It’s all grease in the mill.” 

"What’s going to come off?” 

"Take it off, take it off.” 

Keep the home fires burning.” 

"What do you think this is—a punch-board?” 
(. When the opponent bangs the pieces.) 

"I got race-horses.” 

"One by one the roses fall.” 

"He attached my pawn.” 

"I give him a hot foot out of there.” 

Got away with the bait in his pocket.” 

"You didn’t win the game—I lost it.” 

Both sides have a bad game.” 

"'At least I got a check.” 

"The simple pleasures of the poor.” (He takes a 
pawn, you mate him next move.) 

'Well, I won six points—I got to go now.” 

GROANS 

A good groaner is better off than another guy who 
^i? tS / J'" 0 °k : °dd s > Go into your groans shortly after 
the Opening, and keep them coming until I tell you 
when. Before trying for originality, first master the 
following which have been well tried and proved to 
have merit. After that you are on your own. 

"Thar ain’t no Justice.” 

Is there a Doctor in the house?” (Not to be con- 
fused with the invitation: "Is there a Master in the 
house? ) 


"Very discombobulating.” 

"It’s gruesome.” 

"Up jumped the devil.” 

a ^ ar k an d stormy night on the old Potomac.” 
What can a poor man do?” 

"Woe is me.” 

"I’m not happy.” 

What did I ever do to you . . . and me a preach¬ 
er s son?” 

( Too many holes in the skimmer.” 

"Ain’t you got no compunction?” 

"So that’s where the wind blows?” 

"He’s diabolical.” 

Between the devil and the deep blue sea.” 

"It’s tau-augh, brother, tau-augh!” 

"Und it comes here now!” 

"A Greek gift.” 

"'Not much comes out.” 

"Oh, woodman, spare that tree.” 

"Is that the way to treat an old friend?” 

'Hey!!” 

"The lions are loose!” 

And not a check in a car-load.” 

"'Why don’t they tell me those things?” 

"Even your best friends won’t tell you.” 

The goblins’ll git me ef I don’t watch out.” 

Et two brute.” 

"It beats me, kids.” 

"Pulled it out of the hat.” 

"The Hindu does the best he Kindu.” 

"Under the circustances.” 

NOTE: Lesson No. 2 is coming later. In the 
meantime I want you to attentively do your home¬ 
work, reviewing and practising on Lesson No. 1. In 
Lesson No. 2 we will take up "The Deep Groans.” 


LOOKING AROUND 

Mechanics Institute Chess Club is 
one of the oldest clubs on the West 
Coast and one of these days I hope 
someone will write the history of this 
famous meeting place in San Fran¬ 
cisco. In the meantime take a look at 
the following positions that occurred 
in games played there in the past. They 
were submitted to us by F. W. Huber, 
a real old-timer there. 

No. 1. 1 his ending bears a remark¬ 
able resemblance to the celebrated 
game by Morphy, against the allies, the 
Duke of Brunswick and the Count 
Isonaud in the Duke of Brunswick’s 
loge during the performance of the 
Barber of Seville, in Paris. 

Black: Dobin 



White: F. W. HUBER 


1 . . . . 

2. R-Ql 

3. B-N3 

White announced 
here: 1. R-Q8ch, NxB 
3. B-N8 mate. 

No. 2. A neat and amusing finish. 
Black: J. F. SMYTH 


Q-Q3 

QxP 

Q-B4 

mate in three 
2. Q-R8ch, BxQ; 



White: F. Sternberg 

1- . • . R-K7ch 

2. K-Q3 P-B7 

3. B-R8 P-B8=N Mates! 

Beverly Hills Chess Club* 

By LOUIS SPADINA 

The Beverly Hills Chess Club’s first annual tourna¬ 
ment was concluded with Mr. Phillip Waterman 
winning Group A, and a golden trophy; Mr. Nat 
Robinson was second. In Class B. Mr. Leonard Kane 
was first, winning a chess set. Mr. J. W. Shaver was 
second, and received a subscription to "California 
Chess News” (Thanks!—Editor.) 

The club meets every Thursday evening at the 
Roxbury Park Clubhouse, Roxbury and Olympic Blvd 
Beverly Hills. 
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Practical Chess 

No. 1—ROOK ENDINGS 
By GEORGE KOLTANOWSKI 

Two principal considerations make 
me write about the Rooks and Pawns 
endings first (1) because they are most 
frequent in games and thus should be 
of great interest to the student, and 
(2) because here we can base ourselves 
on certain principles which are easy 
to apply, and thus aid immensely in 
the improvement in the strength of the 
pupil. 

Dr. Alekhine, the World’s champion, 
agrees with the majority of Masters, 
that the Rook endings belong to the 
general study of the game, but adds 

. . It is a very essential thing to 
master, but there are very few who do, 
and no one can consider himself per¬ 
fect in this branch of the game . . . 
including the world’s champions..” 

There are two great difficulties in 
the Rook endings. 

The first presents itself in the end¬ 
ings, in which there are free pawns, 
and to which the forces needed for 
its attack or its defense “need an 
exact and profound calculation.” The 
Rook is a slow moving piece and thus 
needs the right placement to obtain 
from it the greatest maximum of ef¬ 
fectiveness.” 

One may not forget, that the Rook 
is a piece that can give mate, and thus 
can attack or defend pawns in an in¬ 
direct manner, while it threatens the 
king. This is one more reason why 
these kind of endings need careful 
handling. The second difficulty comes 
from the domination of open files, 
when there is question of forcing or 
penetration of lines in the adversary’s 
camps, because it is then that usually 
rooks face each other, and players 
have heartaches, trying to resolve 
themselves to the acute question, when 
one may or may not exchange Rooks. 
Because once the Rooks off the board, 
we get the endings of King and pawns 
and King and pawns, so that we come 
to the categorical and fundamental 
affirmation: The precise conduct of the 
Rook endings means a perfect knowl¬ 
edge of the pawn endings. 

I have gathered different positions, 
that we shall go through with utmost 
care, and thus get, in my opinion, a 
great knowledge of how to handle this 
vital important end-game question. 

It must be stated immediately, that 
the advantage of a pawn in Rook end¬ 


ings does not necessarily mean win¬ 
ning the game, and nothing will re¬ 
quire harder effort, than to know how 
the advantage is converted into a win. 

Again it is necessary to attract your 
attention on a general rule: Whenever 
you have a passed pawn, the best place 
for your rook is behind the pawn, thus 
helping him to push forward or keep¬ 
ing your opponent's rook pinned by 
the pawn. Whenever your opponent 
has a passed pawn, your rook is best 
placed behind that pawn, and not in 
front of it. 

In rook endings, the weaker side has 
possibilities right up to the end of 
drawing the game. 



Let us look at example No. 1 which 
presents itself rather often in prac¬ 
tical play: If it were Black’s move 
now, he could assure himself of the 
draw by playing R-N3, because he 
hinders the White king from entering. 
If White plays P-B6, then the rook re¬ 
turns to N8, to check the White king 
continually, thus stopping any possi¬ 
bilities of White’s getting the Black 
king into a mating position. I take it 
for granted that you know that after 
the exchange of rooks, the White pawn 
will not queen, because Black will 
have the opposition. But it is a differ¬ 
ent problem if White moves first and 


X. 1Y-11U 

If Black plays 1. . . . R-N3 there fol¬ 
lows 2. P-B6 threatening mate, which 
obliges Black to play R-Nl, after which 
follows 3. R-R7, K-Nl (forced; 4. P- 
B7ch, K- Bl; 5. R-R8ch wins the rook, 
and if 1. . . . R-N8ch; there follows 
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2. K-B6, K-Ql; (2_R-Q8; 3. R-R8ch, 

R-Ql; 4. RxRch, KxR; 5. K-N7 and the 
White pawn runs through); 3. R-R8ch, 
K-K2; 4. K-B7 with a won ending. 

1. . . . R-QB8 

The rook behind the passed pawn. 

2. K-B6 

If 2. R-R8ch, K-Q2 and White can¬ 
not play P-B6ch because he loses the 
pawn with check. 

2. . . . K-Nl 

The only move. If 2. . . . K-Ql, then 

3. R-R8ch, K-K2; 4. R-QB8 protects his 
pawn, and wishes to play K-N7, and 
the pawn up. If then say R-N8ch, K-B7 
with a won ending. 

3. R-R8ch K-R2 

4. R-QB8 

Protects his pawn but not sufficient¬ 
ly to win the game. If now 4. K-Q6, 
then K-N2, and after 5. R-R7ch, K-Bl 
getting back into the anterior position. 

4. . . . R-KR8 

The reason Black played his king to 

the rand of the board was to give his 
rook freedom of action to harrass the 
White king. 

5. R-Q8 R-QB8 

The rook behind the passed pawn! 


It does not permit the king to go to the 
seventh rank. If 6. K-Q6 then once 
again K-N2. 

6. R-Q5 

Once again protecting his pawn, and 
preparing to advance his king. 

6. . . . K-Nl 

7. K-Q7 K-N2 

And the pawn is stopped from ad¬ 
vancing. White has done all he could 

but cannot get any further. The ending 
is a draw. 

After seeing the above example we 
can reach the following conclusions 
1. King, rook and pawn cannot win 
against king and rook, if the king that 
defends can occupy the square on 
which the pawn must queen. 

2. If the king that defends has to give 
up the square on which the pawn must 
queen, he should always choose that 
part of the board which is the smaller 
of the two, the dividing line being the 
pawn. The rook must go to the other 
part of the board, to be able to give 
checks at far off distances. 

There are positions in which not 
one pawn, but two pawns, cannot be 
turned into victory. 


Problems... 


(Mail all solutions by the 25th of the 
following month to A. J. Fink, 111 
Vienna St., San Francisco, Calif. Due 
credit will be given.) 

Solution No. 1—P-N4 or RxNch. 
Solution No. 2—BxP. 

Solution No. 3—N-N3. 

(Eight points as a starter.) 

Scores will be kept and those with 


high honors will have their names in 
print from time to time. Up to and 
including the December issue highest 
scores will receive prizes. 

No. 4—from the prize award of 
Budapesti Sakkor, 1931. 

No. 5—A neat lightweight from The 
Australasian.” 

No. 6—To avoid even scores a difficult 
3’er Deut. Schach., 1906, is selected. 
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MANHATTAN CHESS CLUB 
TOURNAMENT, 1949 

By MILTON FINKELSTEIN, New York 

The achievements of Jim Cross have 
proven to the West Coast that it pays 
to develop new talent. This fact has 
been apparent to the officials of the 
Manhattan Chess Club for years, and 
resulted in the happy “adoption” of 
five promising young high school play¬ 
ers in 1944. These five boys have 
made an astounding amount of prog¬ 
ress in American chess circles in the 
past five years! Let’s look at them, one 
by one. 

Robert Byrne and his younger broth¬ 
er Donald were the stars of the Brook¬ 
lyn Technical High School team when 
Sidney Kenton, director of activities at 
the Manhattan Chess Club, offered 
them membership in the nation’s 
strongest chess organization. They 
have rewarded his confidence with 
interest! Donald took fourth place in 
the Pittsburgh Open, a prize in the 
New York State event, and came close 
to winning the Speed and Manhattan 
championships on more than one oc¬ 
casion. Robert is at present the nation¬ 
al intercollegiate titleholder, as well as 
the national speed champion. 

Walter Shipman was another of the 
quintet. He has beaten Kevitz, Denker 
and others in tournament play, and 
was a finalist in the last national 
championships. 

George Kramer, who in my estima¬ 
tion is destined to hold the American 
Championship in the near future, has 
had a brilliant career. He won the New 
York State title, took a prize in the last 
nationals, and a high position in the 
1946 event, and finished well in the 
recent Manhattan international event. 

The most consistent progress of all 
has been shown by Arthur Bisguier, 
present national junior champion and 
a star of the 1946 Open as well as the 
1948 champion of the Manhattan Chess 
Club. And, as if to prove that his is a 
real and abiding talent. Bisguier has 
repeated his victory in his club tour¬ 
nament! Here follow the results of 
the 1949 Manhattan championships. 

A. Bisguier, 8 ooints.; Pinkus and 
Shainswit, 7 1 /? each; G. Kramer, 6U>; A. 
Denker, 6: Soudakoff, 5V»: Avram, 5; 
Turner, 3; Williams, 2y 2 ; Vasconcellos, 
2; Kay IV?. 

Bisguier’s victory is especially sig¬ 
nificant when you consider that he 
started very badly, losing to Pinkus 
in the first round and drawing another 
in the early part of the tournament. In 


fact, he did not lead until the semi¬ 
finals, and then won alone thanks to a 
last-round draw between Pinkus and 
Kramer! 

Manhattan Chess Club events always 
produce their full share of exciting 
games! Look at this beauty between 
ex-U. S. Champion Denker and Jack 
Soudakoff. 

SICILIAN DEFENCE 

White: SOUDAKOFF. 

Black: Denker. 

1. P-K4 P-QB4 4. NxP N-KB3 

2. N-KB3 P-Q3 5. N-QB3 P-QR3 

3. P-Q4 PxP 6. B-K2 P-K4!? 

Denker has played this line in sev¬ 
eral games since his return from 
Groningen in 1946. He wishes to en¬ 
force P-Q4 without having to worry 
about White’s P-K5. Meanwhile, his 
QP remains backward. 

7. N-N3 B-K2 

8. 0-0 B-K3 

9. P-B4! 

Soudakoff gives Denker no time for 
his break in the center. Black must 
take the KBP, or face slow death after 

10. P-B5! 


9. . . . 

PxP 

11. N-Q4! 

NxN 

10. BxBP 

N-B3 

12. QxN 

R-QB1 



13. N-Q5!! 


Forcing Black to relinquish his ac- 

tive B. 




13. . . . 

BxN 

16. B-02 

B-B3 

14. PxB 

0-0 

17. Q-KN4! P-KN3 

15. B-Q3 

N-R4? 

18. R-B3! 


White’s 

game plays itself! 


18. . . . 

0-N3ch 

19. K-Rl 

QxP? 

Ignoring White’s attack. 


20. OR-KB1! R-B2 

29. R-B4! 

Q-R4 

21. R-B5 

B-N2 

30. R-Bl 

R-K2 

22. RxN! 

PxTt 

31. B-KB4 

QR-Q2 

23. QxP 

P-R3 

32. B-B5! 

R-Ql 

24. 0-B5 

R-Ql 

33. B-03 

P-N4 

25. 0-R7ch K-Bl 

34. P-KR3 

R-B2 

26. B-N6 

KR-Q2 

35. R-B3 

B-K4? 

27. B-B5 

Q-B3 

36. BxPch K-K2?? 

28. B-Q3! 

0-R5 

37. B-B8ch 

KxB 



38. QxQ 

Resigns 


A bad dav for Denker! 

George Kramer’s treatment of the 
White side of a Caro-Kann Defence re¬ 
sults in a game which is short, brilliant 
and points a fine theoretical lesson. 
This is the stuff of which anthologies 
are made! 

CARO-KANN DEFENCE 
White: KRAMER. 

Black: Vasconcellos. 

1. P-K4 P-0B3 4. P-0B4 N-KB3 

2. P-04 P-04 5. N-QB3 P-K3 

3. PxP PxP 

Better is 5. . . . N-B3. 

6. N-B3 B-K2 8. P-B5 P-QN3? 

7. B-N5 0-0 


(Continued on Page 13) 
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PLAYED IN THE NORTH-SOUTH 
TEAM MATCH AT ATASCADERO 
GEORGE CROY, Los Angeles 
The French Defence is a very tech¬ 
nical opening—a slight error by either 
side is often fatal. In the game below 
White demonstrates by flawless tech¬ 
nique, what big differences can he 
made bv little slips. 

White: A. LEVIN 
Black: J. B. Gee 
Board 12 


1 . 

P-K4 

P-K3 

2. 

P-Q4 

P-Q4 

3. 

N-QB3 

N-KB3 

4. 

B-N5 

B-K2 

5. 

P-K5 

KN-Q2 

6. 

BxB 

QxB 

7. 

Q-N4 


Pollack’s variation. Black can obtain 

equality by 7_O-O; 8. B-Q3, P-KB4! 

(P.C.O.). However Black chooses an 
aggressive but premature replv. 

7. . . . P-KB3 

This is a popular move in the 

French, but it is usually safer to be 
castled firsthand is premature until 
there is sufficient pressure on the ad¬ 
vanced pawns to succeed in breaking 
them up. 

8. P-KB4 P-QR3 

Castles is still best, the threat of 9. 

N-N5 is easily answered by N-R3. Black 
is allowing too great a lead in develop¬ 
ment. 

9. N-B3 0-0 

10. B-Q3 P-QB4 

Now, Black can hardly afford to ig¬ 
nore his opponent’s superior develop¬ 
ment. Something to secure his defence 
is in order, e.g. 12. . . . P-KB4; and if 
13. Q-R3, P-QB4 is plavable; or if 13. 
Q-R5; Q-B2!; 14. Q-R3, P-R3. 

11. P-KR4 N-B3 

Although White’s pieces are ideally 

poised for quick attack against his 

castled King, Black seems, blithely un¬ 

aware and continues with! mechanical 
development. This is probably his last 
chance to ecrualize the positions; e.g. 
11. . . . PxQP; 12. KNxP (here careful 
analysis indicates that 12. BxPch is 
premature and just barely fails to win, 
leaving Black with better chances), 
N-B4!; 13. B-K2, N-B3. 

12. N-KN5! P-B4 

Of course,, if 12. . . . PxN; 13. BxPch 
will win quicklv. 

13. Q-R5 ‘ P-KN3 

14. Q-R6 NxQP 

Or, 14. . . . R-Kl; 15. P-R5, PxP; 

16. RxP, N-Bl; 17. 0-0-0 and the threat 
of 18. QR-R1 is hard to answer. 

T5. P-R5 Q-N2 

16. PxP QxQ 


If 16. . . .PxP; 17. QxQch, KxQ; 18. 
R-R7ch, K-Nl; 19. 0-0-0 and Black is 
helpless against the threat of 20. QR-- 
Rl, etc. 

17. RxQ P-B5 

18. N-K2 

White must not allow 18. . . . NxPch 
as his winning chances depend on 

using his QR ’tho this permits (dares 
is a better word) Black to win the 
bishop, it is doubtful if the transaction 
would be profitable for Black. 

18. . . . PxB 

And Black doesn’t like the bargain. 

If 18. . . . N-B3; 19. NxKP, PxB; 20. 
NxR, etc. is good enough, although 
White has alternatives, they are very 
complicated and probablv not so sure. 

19. NxN ‘ N-B4 

20 . 0 - 0-0 

Timed precisely! On previous moves 
0-0-0 would have been premature, 
’tho it would come close to winning, 
especially on his 18th. Curiously, 
White’s pawn at KN6 has been and still 
is immune to capture, on account of 
the mate threat after RxPch, K-Rl and 
QR-KR1. 

20. . . . P-Q7ch 

21. KxP N-K5ch 

22. NxN BPxN 

Right, in liquidating the trouble¬ 
some knight, but wrong, in capturing 
with the BP. 22. . . KPxP would open 
a better file (for the QR), and leave 
the BP to hold back White’s KNP. 
White’s win would be longer and more 
difficult, but after the text and es¬ 
pecially the next move Black makes it 
easier for him. 

23. PxPch 

With the knight gone, the pawn is 
no longer immune. 

23. . . . K-N2? 

An error, especially since White’s 
next is so obvious. Simply 23. . . . K-R 
and Black has time to protect all 
points, but now, the KNP can advance 
and decide, in anv event. 

24. QR-R1 ‘ B-Q2 

25. RxP! K-Rl 

Of course, if 25. . . . BxR; 26. NxBch 
wins quicker. 


26. R-Q6 

B-N4 

27. P-KN3 

QR-Q1 

28. NxB 

PxN 

29. RxR 

RxR 

30. P-B5 

P-Q5 

Desperation. 

31. P-K6 

P-06 

32. P-K7 

R-Kl 

33. P-B6 

Resigns 


A very interesting game, replete with 
strategic and tactical considerations, 
in all phases. 
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The Platow Brothers 


By GEORGE KOLTANOWSKI 

Not only are the Russians known as 
good chess players, but they, too, have 
enriched the game with a number of 
famous end-game studies worthy of 
reproduction. 

Study the endings, as it has a prac¬ 
tical purpose. It will definitely help 
your over-the-board play. Almost every 
master will tell you to learn practical 
end-games even quicker than an open- 

Some years ago a book appeared in 
Russian giving the complete works of 
the Platow brothers from Riga, Latvia. 
1 believe that the student will learn a 
great deal, because each ending is a 
work of art. So, for whatever reason— 
work, art, pleasure or study . . . here 
goes! 


Queen and Knight Against Queen 
No. 1 

M. Platow, Rigaer Tageblatt, 1903 



White to Play and Win 


1. Q-R8ch K-Q6 

If 1. . . . K-Q5 then 2. Q-R4ch, K-K4; 
3. N-N6c*h, etc. or 2. . . . K-K6; 3. N- 
N2ch, etc. 

2. Q-ROch K-Q7 

Not K-K5 as then 3. Q-B4ch, etc. 

3. Q-R2ch K-06 

4. 0-B2ch K 05 

5. Q-B4ch K-K4 

0. N-N6ch wins 

If 5. . . . K-K6; 6. N-N2ch wins. Or 
3. . . . K-Q8; 4. Q-B2ch, K-K8; 5. N- 
N2ch wins. 

No. 2 

M. Platow, D. Schachzeitung, 1906 



White to Play and Win 

1. O-KRl QxN 

2. K-N3ch K-N4 

Sacrificing the Queen on KR6 would 

surely lose the game. 

3. Q-R4ch K-B4 

4. Q-B4mate 

1. ... 0-03ch 

2. K-N2ch K-N5 

3. Q-R3mate 

1. . . . B-B7 

2. 0-B3ch K-R3 

3. Q-R3ch mate in the next move. 

1. ... K-N5 

2. 0-K4ch K-R4 

3. 0-B3ch mate next move. 

1. ; . . P-N4 

2. K-N3ch K-N3 

3. N-B8ch wins 


Manhattan Tournament 

(Continued from Page 11) 

Premature. Best is 8. . . . N-BB3, to 
plav for N-K5. 

9. P-0N4 P-QR4 14. RPxP RxR 

10. P-0R3 N-K5 15. OxR PxP 

11. BxB QxB 16. NPxP P-B3 

12. NxN PxN 17. N-B4! 

13. N-K5! RPxP 

Black has forced the N to its best 
souare! 

17. . . . N-B3 21. 0-R7! R-Ol 

18. N-06 P-B4 22. R-Nl! N-Q4 

19. B-N5 B-02 23. BxB! Resigns 

20. 0-0 N-N5 

Black has lost a piece! If 23. . . . QxB 
or 23. . . . RxB; White will force mate 
bv exchanging on Q7 and then playing 
R-N8! 
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CALIFORNIA CHESS NEWS 


PACIFIC COAST NEWS 


First Redwood Empire Open 
Championship 

The first tournament for the Redwood Open Cham¬ 
pionship under the auspices of the Redwood Empire 
Chess League and sponsored by the Press Democrat- 
Evening Press held at the Santa Rosa Hotel, met with 
great success. 65 players participated for two full days, 
and each round was a hard fought battle for each 
contestant. In case of ties, the percentage basis decided 
the difference. Earl Pruner of San Francisco, only 17 
years old, won the first prize, but the trophy and title 
of Open Champion went to Louis Yates of San An,- 
selmo. A surprising victory, too, but a good one, as it 
will definitely encourage more players to participate in 
future tournaments in the Redwood Empire. A pleasant 
sight was the participation of a number of lady play¬ 
ers, Miss Alta Lu Townes, 2Vl points, was the sensa¬ 
tion of the tournament. It certainly disproves that chess 
is an old man’s game! 



—Courtesy Santa Rosa Press Democrat 


LOUIS YATES, of San Anselmo, was 
winner of Redwood Empire open chess 
championship. 

Complete tournament results follow: 

414 POINTS: 1—Earl Pruner, San Francisco; 2— 
Louis Yates, San Anslemo; 3—Clark Jonas, San Fran¬ 
cisco. 

4 POINTS: 4—Brand Johnson, Petaluma; 5—Judge 
B. C. Jenkines, Santa Rosa; 6—Donnelly, San Fran¬ 
cisco; 7—Leslie Boyette, San Francisco; 8—J. Myers, 
Kentfield; 9—Frank Norling, Vallejo. 

3Vl POINTS: 10—Bernon Mitchell, Eureka; 11— 
Walter Knowlton, San Anselmo; 12—Joe Lesh, Cotati; 
13—Lionel Wolfson, Sebastopol. 

3 POINTS: 14—D. W. Bates, Vallejo; 15—Robert 
Upham, San Anselmo; 16—Richard F. Michalski, San 
Francisco; 17—O. A. Turley, Vallejo; 18—Roland 
Goudswaard, Santa Rosa; 19—Gus Wollman, Peta¬ 
luma; 20—S. Goertzel, Penngrove; 21—Lorenzo 
Campi, Santa Rosa; 22—Gunnar Rasmussen, Vallejo; 
23—Alan Atkins, San Rafael; 24—Fred Cook, Santa 
Rosa; 25—Frank Winslow, Vallejo. 

21/2 POINTS: 26—Ed Healey, Mill Valley; 27— 
Alvin Wayne, San Rafael; 28—B. Bell, Santa Rosa; 


29—Harry Schantz, Vallejo; 30—J. S. Rae, San Fran¬ 
cisco; 31—Alta Lu Townes, Santa Rosa; 32—Frank 
Schneider, Santa Rosa; 33—Ray Richards, Vallejo; 
34—Alan Kelly, Santa Rosa. 

2 POINTS: 35—M. O. Johnson, Healdsburg; 36— 
Glen Watson, Santa Rosa; 37—Ralph Comstock, 
Marin City; 38—J. Rossini, Fairfax; 39—Frank Har¬ 
ris, Vallejo; 40—G. Bader, Santa Rosa; 41—William 
McConnell, Santa Rosa; 42—Tom Shoemaker, Santa 
Rosa; 43—William Quinn, San Francisco; 44—Alex 
Sokol, Santa Rosa; 45—Jean I. Mimrane, San Fran¬ 
cisco. 

1 Vl POINTS: 46—R. O’Bryan, Vallejo; 47—Mrs. 
Agnes Blewitt, Sebastopol; 48—Sherman Walker; 
49—George Nissen, Penngrove. 

1 POINT: 50—Joe Jacob, Jr., Fairfax; 51—Mrs. 
Irene Ford, Sausalito; 52—Miss Eva Dresel, Sonoma. 

Vl POINT: 53—Miss Marilyn Eicher, Santa Rosa; 
54—R. J. Cain, Sebastopol. 

NO POINTS: Dr. C. A. Stimson, Petaluma; Miss 
Linda Trombetta, Santa Rosa; William Kuder, Oak¬ 
land; George Sutherland, San Anselmo; V. M. Painter, 
Santa Rosa; O. L. Lance, Santa Rosa; John Boschen, 
Santa Rosa; Miss Florine Trombetta, Santa Rosa; Miss 
Carol McCune, Santa Rosa; Miss Joanne Jamison, 
Santa Rosa; M. Pursley, Vallejo. 

The new champion of the Redwood Empire sent 
us the following letter: 

Dear Mr. Koltanowski: 

The members of the San Rafael Chess Club join 
me in extending to you, as Director of the recent 
Redwood Empire Open Tournament, our warmest 
thanks and congratulations on having presented such 
an exciting and thoroughly enjoyable contest. 

Let us hope that the Second Annual Redwood Em¬ 
pire Open Tournament may be so extended as to in¬ 
sure the emergence of an undeniably deserving victor. 
For my part, I shall always be proud to have been the 
first. 

Please convey our thanks also to the Tournament’s 
sponsor, the Santa Rosa Press Democrat, for having 
made possible this splendid meeting of chess enthu¬ 
siasts. 

Enclosed you will find a check, representing my 
cash winnings from the tournament which I will ask 
you to forward to the President of the Redwood Em¬ 
pire Chess League, Mr. Alan Atkins, as a donation to 
further and extend the good work of the League. Long 
may it prosper. 

Yours very sincerely, 

LOUIS H. YATES 


Here is a good game from the tournament: 


White: ROBERT UPHAM. Black: Leslie Boyette. 

1 . 

N-KB3 

P-Q4 

14. Q-K2 

N-Q2 

2. 

P-KN3 

N-KB3 

15. KR-Q1 

P-B3 

3. 

B-N2 

P-B4 

16. N-N3 

Q-Q3 

4. 

P-B3 

N-B3 

17. PxP 

PxP 

5. 

P-Q4 

P-K3 

18. P-QB4 

Q-R3 

6. 

0-0 

Q-B2 

19- BxP 

BxB 

7. 

B-B4 

B-Q3 

20. RxB 

N-N3 

8. 

BxB 

QxB 

21. R-Q6 

QxBP 

9. 

PxP 

QxBP 

22. Q-Q2 

Q-KB2 

10. 

N-Q4 

P-K4 

23. N-R5 

QR-B1 

11. 

NxN 

PxN 

24. P-N3 

R-B2 

12. 

NQ2 

0-0 

25. N-B6 

P-KR3 

13. 

P-K4 

B-K3 

26. NxRP! 

White won 


Graeagle Chess Club 

By E. M. NEUBERT 

An inter-city match took place in Reno recently, in 
which our club came out victorious! We beat Reno 
2-1. E. M. Neubert beat Dr. Carl A. Watson, Reno; 
many times Nevada Champion; Vernon L. Sanders 
(G) lost to John Hansen (R). and Earl W. Smith 
(G) beat John Rowe (R). Carson City lost to Reno 
1 Vl-^Vl- Andrew Vegel, Portola, lost to Felton Hick¬ 
man of Reno. 

The Reno Chess Club meets at the gymnasium of 
the University of Nevada every Thursday evening. 
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Here follows the game played 
White: E. M. NEUBERT 
Black: Dr. C. A. Watson 
SICILIAN DEFENCE 


on board one: 


1 . 

P-K4 

P-QB4 

16. 

RxR 

2. 

N-KB3 

N-QB3 

17. 

BxQRP 

3. 

P-Q4 

PxP 

18. 

N-N5 

4. 

NxP 

P-KN3 

19. 

NxR 

5. 

P-QB4 

B-N2 

20. 

K-Rl 

6. 

NxN 

NPxN 

21. 

P-K5 

7. 

Q-B2 

P-K3 

22. 

B-N6 

8. 

N-B3 

N-K2 

23.' 

PxP 

9. 

P-B5 

Q-B2 

24. 

BxBP 

10. 

B-QB4 

0-0 

25. 

BxQ 

11. 

0-0 

R-Ql 

26. 

BxB 

12. 

B-K3 

B-N2 

27. 

B-B3 

13. 

P-B4 

PQ4 

28. 

BxPch 

14. 

PxP e.p... 

RxP 

29- 

R-Kl 

15. 

QR-Q1 

QR-Q1 

30. 

K-Nl 


ISAAC KASHDAN may stay in Los Angeles, ac¬ 
cording to our L. A. reporter, H. Gordon. In an ex¬ 
hibition at Mr. Gottfried Reinhardt’s home, he woe* 
eleven and drew one with Mr. Reinhardt. At the home 
of Mr. Alex Bisno, he played two games with the 
clock. He drew with Jim Cross and lost the following 
game to Irving Rivise. 

White: Kashdan. Black: RIVISE. 


RUY LOPEZ 

(Marshall 

Attack) 

R-R3 

1. P-K4 

P-K4 

13. B-K3 

2. N-KB3 

N-QB3 

14. N-Q2 

R-KN3 

3. B-N5 

P-QR3 

15. N-B3 

B-Q3 

4. B-R4 

N-B3 

16. Q-B5 

R-B3 

5. 0-0 

B-K2 

17. Q-N4 

N-B5 

6. Q-K2 

P-QN4 

18. BxN 

RxB 

7. B-N3 

0-0 

19- Q-R3 

BxN 

8. P-B3 

P-Q4 

20. PxB 

R-R5 

9. PxP 

NxP 

21. Q-B5 

P-KN3! 

10. NxP 

NxN 

22. QxQNP 

R-R4 

11. QxN 

12. P-Q4 

B-N2 

P-QR4 

23. Resigns 



Fresno High School Tournament 

By KEITH JEWELL and ARTHUR GONOS 
Kenneth Lamkin, a junior student in the Roosevelt 
High School, won the perpetual Wade trophy in the 
final play-off of the Fresno city 
high school chess tournament, 

held in Hart’s Restaurant. I 

Of the 24 participants in the :j:j 

tournament Lamkin came out ;i : 

the winner with a store of four 1111 
games won, one lost. Second : |||p" 
prize went to Thomas Fries, a 
freshman in the Fresno High 
School, with a score of three |/'| 

wins, two defeats. Thomas Jg . ;:|s 

Whatley, FHS senior, took If 

third prize with two wins, two Jg m 

lost and one draw. The fourth 
prize went to Thomas Petze, 

FHS senior, with two points. ,*i| 

Michael Hailpern, a junior of 
Roosevelt, placed fifth. 

Arthur Gonos and Keith v &■'. 

Jewell were tournament direc- U ; : 

tors. «'• 

The Fresno H. S. Chess Club _ rnarte , vPresn0 Bee 
elected their new officers for 

the fall term: Michael Bough- Kenneth Lamkin 
ton, president; Arthur Gonos, 

vice president; John Adams, secretary; K. Jewell, 
treasurer; Jim Crookham, librarian. 

Fresno would like to see a "Central Valley High 
School Chess League’’ formed. (Good idea, what about 
it, Central California Chess League? —Editor.) 

LOS ANGELES 

By C. E. KODIL 

Thirteen players participated in the Championship 
of the Dept, of Water and Power Chess Club. C. E. 
Kodil was first; E. Lecke and H. H. Shearer tied for 
second and third. 


ANOTHER STEP FORWARD! 



Six youthful chess players from Benton Way, Santa Rosa, who all participated in 
the first Redwood Empire Open Chess Championship Tournament: left to right: 
Marilyn Eider, Florine Trombetta, Linda Trombetta, Alta Lu Townes, Carol 
McClune, and Jo Ann Jamison. They form the Queen’s Chess Club and their m- 

trulv, the Editor! 

Santa Rosa Press Democrat 
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SANTA BARBARA CHESS CLUB 

Santa Barbara, Calif. (Founded 1921) 

Meets daily from 2 p. m. to 5 p. m. Evenings: Mon¬ 
day and Friday from 7 p. m. to 10 p. m: at the 
RECREATION CENTER, Santa Barbara. 
Visitors are welcome! 

President: L. A. Cooke Secretary: E. C. Babcock 
Telephone 23760 


When in Los Angeles 

You are welcome at the 

LOS FELIZ CHESS CLUB 

3401 Riverside Drive, cor. Los Feliz Blvd. 
Telephone NO 11548 

Open every Monday and Wednesday evening from 
7:30 to midnight 

When in San Francisco 

You are welcome at the 

Y. M. C. A. CHESS CLUB 

220 Golden Gate Avenue 
Meets each Thursday from 8 p. m. 

For information telephone TUxedo 5-0460 

SANTA ROSA CHESS CLUB 

Santa Rosa, Calif. 

Telephone 1700 

Meets Wednesday and Friday evenings from 8:00 
to midnight at the Faculty Room, Santa Rosa Junior 
College. 

Visitors always welcome! 

President, Frank Schneider; Secretary, Alan Kelly; 

HOW ABOUT GETTING YOUR CLUB 
ON THIS ROSTER? Ask for Terms. 


Read GEORGE KOLTANOWSKI’S 

CHESS CHATS 

Of Interest to Chess Players Everywhere 
Every Sunday in 

The Press Democrat 

The Redwood Empire's Leading Newspaper 
Home delivered in Sonoma, Mendocino and Lak 
Counties and Calistoga, California. 
SUNDAY ONLY BY MAIL $5 A YEAR 
Address "P.D.,” Santa Rosa, California 


Two dollars ($2.00) a year gets you the best 
magazine on the West Coast. Get your friends to sub¬ 
scribe, too! All the latest chess books can be ordered 
through CALIFORNIA CHESS NEWS. Help in the 
promotion of chess 


CORRECTION: In the game Barlow-Quillen move 
No. 5 for Black should read P-QB3, and move No. 29 
for White P-R5. 


In the affairs of man, change 1 
is inevitable, but the longing 
for the status quo ante persists! 


In other words, true Chess Fans play with 
wood sets, the old fashioned kind that feel 
like they were intended to be played with. 

and here’s the Jt ML j|ijv 

proof: A Vk 

Jimmy Jenkins, 

Tournament Di- liHMBMHW 

rector of the C. 

C.L.A.: 11 

twice their price I 'j|99 

of $5 and $6 a I 

Duke Streeter, I 

Sec’y of the C. mm 

b.m.a. : ifiimm 

'No player can Mf 

now sa\ he can- Jjp& 

not a .ford to J0 

buy a good set.” Jpl ^nHkjjjjjjj^A 


Actual size King 

Guaranteed to satisfy or money back. In 
fact, don’t send any money; we’ll send it 
"on approval’’ . . . return or remit within 
ten days. 

No. 6, 3 2/3” King - $6 No. 4, 3 1/5” King - $5 
Plus postage if sent "on approval” 

West of Mississippi, prepaid orders 20c extra. 


R. F. D. DISTRIBUTORS CO. 

3569 Broadway New York City 









